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CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  PRIVATE 


NOMINATION FORM

This award recognises individuals who have demonstrated a positive influence on the Jersey breed in their own country through their consistent and long-term efforts.  

Recipients may or may not be Life Members of the Bureau and will usually be recognised through domestic national awards programs.  The Bureau award is meant to compliment that process and may be made at any time.

Nominations will be made by any National Member without the need for anyone to second the nomination.  The Officers of the Bureau form the selection committee to consider nominations received and will encourage member countries to submit nominations and may ask that presentation is arranged by the National Member at a suitable occasion. 

Nominations need to be made to the WJCB Secretary, Roger Trewhella by email to admin@wjcb.net 
Name of Nominee:.
Andrew Vander Meulen
Email:  avonleagenetics@gmail.com
Address: 1925 County Rd 26, Brighton, ON 
Postal code: K0K 1H0
Telephone  (613) 475-2627
We nominate the above person for the WJCB Certificate of Achievement Award

(Member Association) Jersey Canada

Date: November 1, 2021
Signature of Nominator:  Krista Cressman 

Position: General Manager
Please accompany this nomination form with a written opinion of the qualities and accomplishments which entitle the nominee to be considered for this award.  Include leadership roles or office held in organisations, any awards, honours or recognition that the nominee has received.  Attach additional papers and other supporting documentation if necessary. 

Andrew Vander Meulen has been a strong Jersey promoter for many decades, and has an incredible history with the breed.  He worked for six and a half years for Jersey Canada as Assistant Executive Secretary and Associate Editor of their Canadian Jersey Breeder magazine. Andrew went on to become involved with the Board of Directors of Jersey Canada and was the President in 2006. He has served on numerous breed and industry committees including a committee that developed Canada’s National Livestock Identification (NLID) program. Over his years of participation, Andrew has established many great relationships with Jersey breeders around the world which have benefitted the breed both within Canada and worldwide.  

He has supported both national and regional Jersey organizations and continues to actively participate on committees to promote the marketing, genetic improvement and showing of the breed.  He and his wife Jennifer have built a herd that has won many awards.  They have won the Master Breeder Award and in 2019 the Curtis Clark Award was given to Andrew for his outstanding success as a breeder and exhibitor.  This prestigious award is given to only one Breeder between all breeds and Andrew was selected by his peers for this award.  He has bred or exhibited over 300 All-Canadian nominated Jerseys along with his family as a part of Avonlea Genetics.  He is active in showcasing Canadian Jersey excellence and has had the prestige of many World Dairy Expo awards including Grand Champion and Premiere Breeder.  
Andrew is known for his involvement in shows, not only as a breeder but also as a Judge.  He has judged national Jersey shows in Canada (Royal Winter Fair), the United States (the All-American and World Dairy Expo), Brazil, Mexico and Colombia, as well as officiating at shows in Australia and countless more across North America.  His knowledge and skill are well known in the industry.
Avonlea is active in promoting the Jersey breed across Canada and the world through their progressive marketing strategies and their continuous focus on “cows with deep, strong breeding pedigrees and strong cow families.”  Andrew is well known for his business knowledge, his active and progressive marketing and sales, and his tireless promotion of the Jersey breed.  The commitment that individuals like Andrew bring to the breed should be recognized as it is individuals like him which are a part of the resurgence in popularity of the breed. He has established partnerships with high profile people in the industry who would otherwise not have owned Jerseys.  Andrew is meticulous about listening to the needs of customers for their cattle and embryo marketing program Avonlea strives to find the best Jersey animals or embryos within the client’s budget. They are conscientious in all their efforts and will not market substandard animals who would harm the rising image of the Jersey breed. 

Andrew’s commitment to pedigrees and building strong families can be evidenced in the attention garnered by the wider dairy community with the new wave of bulls entering AI.  Avonlea Premier Chocolate Chip Ex96 is one of their bulls that is getting a lot of press, and gathering attention from all breeds.  Their efforts additions to AI are continuing to improve the genetic level of the breed and simply put, they present the Jersey breed to the wider dairy industry in the best possible light. 

