
Jersey cows are not to be managed as mini HF

Ida Ringgaard, vestjysk



Ida Ringgaard

• Cand. Agro (M. Sc.). Copenhagen University (1994)

• Married to a HF farmer – 160 cows

• Director of consulting, vestjysk

• 30 advisors

- Environment, plants, economics and dairy management

• I love my work ☺

• I have the most passionate farmers in DK

Jersey – the economic cow



The potential in a 
jersey cow

• High feed efficiency

• Kg ECM/kg dry matter

• Taking care of the baby-calves

• Working with the heifers – faster growing

• Low calving age

• High amount of silage

• Less concentrate

• Only good quality of concentrate

• And then the money come… ☺

SJersey – the economic cow

 



A jersey – is something special 

It’s not a Holstein

You can’t just give her 10 % less of a HF ration 

It’s not a pig

Feed your jersey with pellets – and she will die



High efficiency 
=  kg ECM/kg DM

Example

• 8,7 kg DM corn silage

• 5,1 kg DM grass/hay

• 2,3 kg DM barley/soda grain

• 4,8 kg DM soja, rapsseed cake, maize60
         protected fat and Easylin

In total 21 kg DM
61,7% silage (68 % ”home-made”)

Skriv EMNE her 



The baby-calf

• Colostrum – 3 L (or more) brix >22 

• Dip the navel (10 % alcohol of 
iodine)

• Dry the baby (the cow lick the 
calf, dry with towel or in a drying 
box

• Place the calf on clean, dry 
bedding

Skriv EMNE her 



Colostrum



Milk 
feeding

6-10 l/day 



Weaning



The young calf – 
acceleratet growing  

• Muesli the first weeks – no pellets (need 
structure)

• Introduce silage early

• Diarrhoea

• Lung disease

• Fast growing:

• 900-1100 g/day 

Skriv EMNE her 



Calving age 



Clover-grass silage –
both protein and 
sugar (4-5 kg dm)

• White clover – taste good, high protein 
– but it need water (no red clover to a 
Jersey)

• Grass – rye grass – not growing to fast 
(more days to harvest)

• Crude protein between 14-18 %, sugar 
10-15 % - dry matter 30-35 %

• Structure – remember a jersey cow are 
still a ruminant

• The 1.-3. cut to the cows – the 4. (or 
5.) cut to the heifers

• Do dry cows need grass?

Skriv EMNE her 



Corn silage – both starch 
and fibers (7-9 kg dm)

• Dry matter 30-32 %

• Length 10-20 mm – rumination – don’t 
forget it

• NDF – quality of the fibers – it give a higher 
fat % 

Skriv EMNE her 



TMR system 
(total mixed ration)

• Mix like you make a cake (water, molasse, 
dry ingrediencies, silage)

• If a Jersey can select – she will select

• Dry matter 40-42 %

• And remember the structure! 

A Jersey should ruminate 

• Rumination >50 times between swallows

• Check minutes to eating and minutes to 
chewing

Skriv EMNE her 



Adelgaard – feed plan (september 2023)

• Why do Ida like those components? 

• Water
• Molasse
• Barley
• Soda grain
• Rapseed cake
• Non GM Soja
• Maize60% protein
• Easyline (linseed)
• Calcium
• Mineral (design to the farm)
• Protected fat
• Hay or straw (only structure)
• 1 +2  cut clover grass
• Corn silage



Adelgaard Jersey – september 2023

• 22,6 kg dry matter

• 8,3 kg dm in concentrate (37%)

• 154 MJ i average

• 17,2% crude protein

• 34 g fatty acid/kg dm

• 201 g starch/kg dm

• 54 g sugar/kg dm



Efficiency control –
Adelgaard september
2023

• 1,68 kg ECM/kg dm

• 37,9 kg ECM/milking cow

• Feed cost 47,54 DKK (6,38 euro)

• Milk minus feed cost: 75,20 DKK

• = 10,1 euro/cow/day



• How to get high de novo fatty acids in milk:

• A healthy rumen (TMR – no pellets – no automat)

• Positive energy balance (no loose of weight)

• Barley/wheat in the TMR  

• Sugar-level in the TMR (50-60 g/kg dm) 



     
                                                                   
Contribution margin 18.479 DKK/cow
and 1,85 DKK/kg EKM
(-result ex capacity cost)
      
          



Take home message

• Best quality of silage

• Max of silage

• Concentrate – good quality

• Baby calf – ”take care”

• Young heifers – good health

• Calving age 21-23

• High milk production

• High efficiency

Skriv EMNE her 



Questions?

Christian Givskov Petersen
gcp@vestjysk.dk
4094 9554

Ida Ringgaard
idr@vestjysk.dk
4094 9550 

mailto:gcp@vestjysk.dk
mailto:idr@vestjysk.dk
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